NOVEMBER REVOLUTION TO NEW ECONOMIC POLICY

of many observers the building was completed, as we shall learn
in later chapters, in the relatively short period of three years.

The New Economic Policy did not herald the return to capital-
ism and the victory of the peasants over the revolution, as critics
of the Soviets cheerfully declared at that time; that policy only
constituted a strategic retreat, and the results of that policy, coupled
with other measures taken by the Soviet Government in 1918
1919,1920, and in the spring of 1921, eventually enabled the Soviet
Government not only to advance on a wide front, but to sweep
forward at a rate which later astonished the world.
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